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SUBJECT: FRANCO FUNERAL 
AND JUAN CARLOS' SWEARING-IN 

1. THE RITES OF PASSAGE FOR FRANCO 
AND JUAN CARLOS HAD AN ALMOST 

ELEGIAC QUALITY WITH A PRONOUNCED ABSENCE OF GREAT PASSION 
BEFITTING - AS COMMENTATORS HAVE NOTED THIS MORNING - 
A MATURE AND MODERN SPAIN. PROBABLY THE BEST MEASURE LAY 
IN THE MANNER 

IN WHICH UNCOUNTED NUMBERS OF SPANISH SLOWLY 
WOUND THEIR WAY AROUND OLD MADRID TO FILE BY THE BIER. THEY 
STOOD IN LINEE UP TO 14 HOURS, CHATTING QUIETLY WITH LITTLE 
VISIBLE EMOTION, WAITING THEIR TURN TO PAY THEIR LAST 
RESPECTS TO THE MAN WHO HAD RULED THEM FOR 39 YEARS. 

(THE GOS ESTIMATED 380 000 FILED BY.) 

2. THE FUNERAL MASS AT THE PLAZA DE ORIENTE DID NOT FILL 
THE PLAZA, BUT LARGE CROWDS LINED THE ROAD OUT TO THE 
VALLEY OF THE FALLEN, WHERE ANOTHER HUGE CROWD WAITED. 

THE GOS HAD WISELY 

PUT THE VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS, 
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THAN IN DOWNTOWN MADRID AT THE MASS. THERE WERE MOMENTS 
OF FALANGE SALUTES AND CRIES OF "FRANCO, FRANCO" BUT 
THE EXTREME RIGHT WAS UNDER CONTROL. IN FACT, WE KNOW 
OF NO INCIDENTS DURING THESE DAYS EXCEPT THAT THE POLICE 
NOW AND THEN WOULD STOP PEOPLE FROM TRYING TO BREAK 
IN TO THE LINES WAITING TO PASS BY FRANCO'S BIER. 

3. THE RELATIVELY SIMPLE SWEARING IN CEREMONY - 

IN SPAIN KINGS ARE NOT CROWNED, NOR DID JUAN CARLOS 

WEAR ROYAL ROBES - WAS WATCHED ON TELEVISION BY ALL OF 

SPAIN. IN SUM, THE RITUALS OF THE LAST FEW DAYS HAVE 

BEEN DONE WITH DIGNITY AND ELEGANCE. IN RESPECT OF 

THE FUNERAL CEREMONY, IT CAN BE FAIRLY SAID THAT A 

GREAT MANY SPANIARDS - REGARDLESS OF THEIR POLITICAL 

PREFERENCES FOR THE FUTURE - PAID THEIR RESPECTS 

TO THE MAN WHO RULED SPAIN SO LONG AND BROUGHT SPAIN INTO THE 

MODERN ERA. 

4. SPAIN OF COURSE WAS PREPARED FOR FRANCO S DEATH, 

THERE COULD BE NO SENSE OF THE TRAGIC - OF A MAN TORN 
FROM LIFE BEFORE HIS TIME. AND THE MOOD OF SPAIN FAVORS 
CHANGE WITHOUT ADVENTURE, A PROSPECT THAT JUAN CARLOS 
AT THIS MOMENT HAS COME TO PERSONIFY. ALL IN ALL, 

THESE DAYS HAVE DONE CREDIT TO THE SPANISH. 

STABLER 
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